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BY WM. _ JEFFERSON GUERNSEY, M. Dy, 
i .FRANKFORD, PHILADELPHIA. 


“It is fue for granted that the reader hee A 
God, and ina hereafter; but, like the great bulk of 
- Protestants, thinks that little else is needed to assure | te 
' eternal salvation than to lead a moral life. Se 
When the writer embraced the Catholic religion, — 

some two and a half years ago, he met with the op- — 

Baiion of every relative and of nearly all his friends; — 
_ and their united cry against his step was ee as The. e 
ie use opi?” | LM 
ty Like them, and like you dear reader, he had been 
_ brought up to believe that to acknowledge Christ. eru-2 7. 
' cified; to be sorry for past sins; and to endeavor to wey 
i ~ uprightly, was all that was Sscetine cae 
An answer to this question, ‘“‘What is the use of it” oN 
involves the consideration of two subjects: First, 
whether it is necessary to trouble ourselves about the . 
hereafter at all; and, Second, whether any particular — 
scheme for securing its enjoyment has been oe 
us by our Creator. . oe 
st us calculate how long it is probable that we may = 
live. It is a matter that few people in good health are’ 
concerned about, yet Life Insurance Companies attach 
9 much importance to it that they publish what is 
da “table of expectancy,” whichis based upon the 
duration of life after having attained certain 


we 


= a 


a Le 
Mey see e 


id. by which they compute their lottery of assur | 
It will suffice here to abbreviate this table to. 
lecades from adolescence to old age, and the following © 
is its statement: 3 i 
. At age 15, life may continue 45 years; at 25, Bt 
years; at 85, 31 years; at 40, 24 years; at 55, 17 years; - 
at 65, 11 years; at 75, 7 years; at 85, 4 years. Se 
Of course we all realize that these figures are but an — 
average of the possible duration of life and that while © 
 itmay be extended somewhat, that the reverse is equally — 
true and that any life may terminate at this moment, 
As it has been inferred that you believe in a hereaf- — 
ter, it is also to be supposed that you accept the fact — 
that “hereafter” covers an indefinite period of centur- — 
ies; a forever of existence. You must acknowledge — 
that this life of a few years regulates your chances in — 
the life of eternity and therefore it zs at least worth — 
your while to consider whether you are making proper 
_ provision for obtaining a guarantee of salvation. Your — 
answer will probably be that you have never done any- 
Bio thing very wrong, or if you have you are sorry for it, 
and that “surely God will not punish me forever for 
the few sins I have committed.” 

i But supposing that you could be convinced that the 
Son of God had come to this world to establish certain 
channels through which alone He showered His grace 

upon us, would you then put yourself in the way of re- 
_ ceiving it, even if at a great earthly sacrifice? If not, 
_ there is no salvation for you, for unless we are willing 
to do anything that we believe necessary to salvation we 
have no right to expect it. Supposing that you acknowl- 
edge thisfact ¢f itcan be proven, letus next inquire why 
it was necessary at allfor Christ to be born into this 
_ world, to live among us, and to die here for us? It was — 
_ to offer a propitiation for our sins and to establish the 
sa channels of grace referred to. As God is all powerful — 
He could have saved' us without becoming visible to 
us, if He had not known that visible means of trans- 
_ mitting grace was necessary to our condition. “Yes,” 
you will explain, “He left us a visible Bible to tell us 
how to live, and if we endeavor to live by it we will be y 
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saved.” You forget ae the Bible - was Prk sobéavible 
to the laity until the age of printing, and that salva- — 
‘tion was quite ; as much needed and just as obtainable E, 
before that date as after it. You forget that the Bible | 


-was preserved in its anal language for all those 
years by the Catholic Church, its custodian and inter- 


preter; whose deyout monks willingly undertook the 


loving but tedious task of copying by hand all of the — - ae 


sacred pages, and but for whom you would not have it. 
Furthermore, you do not, apparently, conform your 
faith to it since you flatly refuse to believe what it 


most emphatically declares. Do you, for instance, _ 


believe that “except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God?” 


(St. John, ur: 5.) And again, “He that believeth — : : 


and is baptised shall be saved.” (St. Mark, xvi: 16.) 
Do you believe that the Lord said %o St. Peter “and I 
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 


and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound | 


in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 
‘shall be loosed in heaven.” (St. Matt. xv1: 19.) Do 


you believe that He “‘breathed on the apostles” and _ 


said unto them ‘‘Receive ye the Holy Ghost; whosoever — 
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and who- 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained?” (St. John, 
XxX: 22-23.) And that He further said, “As my Father 
hath sent Me, even so send I you.” (St. John, xx: 21.) 
“He that heareth you heareth Me; and he that de- 
spiseth you despiseth Me.” (St. Luke, x: 16.))Do 
you believe that those men could, through the power of 
God, forgive the sins of penitents? Do you believe 
that he said to them “Lo, | am with you alway even 
unto the end of the world?” (St. Matt. xxvii: 20,) 
showing that this power was to be perpetuated for all 
time through their lawful successors. Do you believe 
that the Holy Ghost can be received by you through 
“the laying on of hands” as was practiced by the apos- — 
tles and is persevered in for our spiritual strengthen- 
ing to this day by the Catholic Church? (Acts vim: 
‘17.) Do you believe: that the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharist is the Body and Blood of Christ, of which 
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Ho said it “is My flesh * * * for the life of the — 
world?” (St. John, vi: 51), and of which St. Paul — 


said he “‘eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not 
discerning the Lord’s body.” (1. Cor. x1: 29.) Do 
you believe that unity of faith should be a distinctive ~ 
mark among His people, so that division into different — 
churches, or so called “branches” of the Church, is an — 
impossibility, and that He deemed this of so much im- — 
portance that He should pray to the Father “that they 
all may be one; as thou Father art in Me and [ in © 
Thee,” and that this oneness of faith should be of so 
noticeable a feature that by it ‘the world may believe 
_ that Thou has sent Me?” (St. John, xxvu: 21.) | 
All of these quotations are taken from your Protest- 
ant translation of the Holy Book and you have no more 
right to deny the statement or to call them “figurative” 
in meaning; or state that they apply solely to apostolic 
times, than the infidel has to discard the doctrine of 
the incarnation, of the Trinity and some other things — 
because he thinks them contrary to human reason. 
Now, if God knew that visible means of aiding in our 
salvation were morally necessary for us, are we not — 
_ required to ascertain their whereabouts, or incur the risk 
of the loss of eternal life among the blessed? Doubtless 
you hope that as Almighty God is merciful He will not 
cast you into final perdition for neglect to find His 
church; but if He rewards those with eternal joy who 
seek Him and His fold, what justice would there be in | 
His giving these same blessings to those who are utterly 
indifferent to these means of salvation, and who refuse to 
believe what He so explicitly tells them? And does He 
not say, ‘‘He that believeth not shall be damned?” (St. — 
Mark xvi: 16.) : 
No doubt you will acknowledge that the Catholic — 
_ Church offers, or claims to offer, the very blessings 
_ just referred tc: but you have been told that the 
Catholic Church of to-day is not the Catholic Church of 
_ the early ages; that that was pure; it was undoubtedly — 
apostolic; and it was that which preserved your Bible: — 
but that it became corrupted and then needed reforma- — 
tion. st 


He left gt thé reformers found i? Why | did they first at 


Bik one doctrine and then another until there is very 


little left in any Protestant Church that resembles “the | i 


faith once delivered to the Saints?” You admit that 


: i nite eee 
there was an old Catholic Church clear back to 7 ge . 
: 7 


apostolic times, and that for ages none other existed, 
and it must have been to that that the promise was 
_ given that “the gates of hell shall not prevail sonnet 
it.” (Matt. xvi: 18.) Then where is that church that 
was thus guaranteed everlasting protection? What 
has become of it? It should teach all nations’ (Matt. 
xxvilt: 19.) And the spirit of truth should abide with 


His Church forever. So that it could not fail and 


could not teach error. And if it could not fail it must 
be now among us: and if it could’ not teach error it 
could not be divided in faith and teach contradictory 
doctrine. It has been aptly said by the Rey. F. E. 


Hill, C. P., “that if there is but one true church, that 


church must know herself to be the one, and must let us 
know it, too,” and what but the Catholic Church dares 


_to make the assertion? There are, it is true, certain © 


among the so-called ‘High Church” Episcopalians who 
claim to be part of the true faith; but as they are out 
of communion with what they call the other “branches” 
of the church; and pursuade themselves into belief 
that God has permitted divisions to arise, and there- 
fore not kept His word; and who cannot, as a body 
unite in defining their faith; and whose clergy sub- 
“scribe to a list of “articles” which deny most of the 
apostolic teachings; and whose very existence as a 
body separated from what was once united under the 
_ valid successor of St. Peter, is dependent upon the ref- 
ormation of man. These facts being true, they are 
the most pitiable of all inconsistents. 
You may exclaim that you “hate doctrinal fei 
and that Christ has said ‘‘My yoke is easy and My bur- 


: “Simply. rely on Christ and He will save you.” God 


povouge it important to establish a church that we 


den is light,” and why) all this talk about ‘the Church } My 
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en, ‘ane Ee iiouoht it, a ual elecubtth that | He could 
| noti in any other way give us, and which He thought ne-— 
-cessary for us to have. And how can yousay that you’ 


believe in Him and then refuse this grace which He, 


through His Church alone, offers you. And if youdo — 
_ not believe in ‘doctrinal: points,” why do you associate _ 
yourself with a denomination which does regard them e 
of so much importance that she formulates a ereed 


which attempts to do away with the old apostolic faith 


by using the infidelic argument that “it is contrary to 


reason.” And if you say that ‘‘one is as good as an- 


_ other,” why do you go out of your way to attend a — 
certain church when there are three or four of other — 


denominations nearer to you? 


There is not a Protestant denomination which does oO 


not protest against something that has always been be- 
lieved and taught in the Catholic Church; and some of 
them, notably the Protestant Episcopal sect, now at- 
tempt to assert that certain doctrines which they once 
_ declared ‘contrary to Holy Scripture and repugnant 
to reason,’ are, after all, correct, and should have 
_ always been believed; forgetting, forsooth, that the 
Catholic Church has believed them all these years, and 
that asshe has the promise of eternal protection she 
always will; and forgetting too that a matter of so 
much importance could not be wrong at one time and 
right at another. 

Yes, Christ’s burden is light if we but follow “the 


_ faith once delivered” and accept His word; but He has — | 


also said ‘those that are not with Me are against Me.” 
_ “What is the use of it” that we enquire where the 
true faith can be found when Protestant denominations 


are disputing as to what to believe, and denying that 


which God hath said? 
“What is the use of it,” whether we receive the Sac- 


ramental grace that God in His mercy provided a way 


of furnishing to us? 
- You call Catholics bigoted for inferring that none can 
be saved out of the Church, yet Christ said, “If he 


neglect to hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an zs 
heathen man and a publican.” (St. Matt. xvitt: 17,) 
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will you be damned. | | 
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sons. The convert to it seems separated from his old 
associates; and then there are so many things generally Ae 
- accepted by her people that are hard to believe. Asto — 
the first this very seeming separation is proof of her 
divinity, as the Holy Scripture shows in scores of places, gee 


notably where it is said, “He that loveth father and 
‘mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he that 


‘oyeth son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Ke 


Me; and he that taketh not up his cross, and fol 
cinweth after Me, is not worthy of Me.” (St. Matt. x: 
oS (— 38.) And this apparent drawing off from the — ; 


world is to be found in no other Church. As to the _ 
matters of faith, which seem hard to be understcod, — 


you must remember that what God has said must be 

accepted because He said it and not for the reason that 

-youcan understand it. When He told His disciples 
that they should eat of His Body many of them “went 
back and walked no more, with Him.” (St. John vi: 
66.) There are many objections offered to what Cath- 
_olies call “‘non-essentials,’’ which are held as aids to 
_ devotion or pious beliefs but which we are not compelled 
to believe. Indeed, these things are often the first 
ones complained of, For instance, you protest against 
the use of beads. Well, you don’t have to use them, 
although you doubtless would use them when you knew 
more about them. Nor do you have toask the Saints to 
intercede for you, but you are commanded, under pain 
_of mortal sin, unless prevented by unavoidable circum- 
stances, to worship Almighty God, every Sunday of the 


year, rain or shine; and that not simply i in the hearing | 


~ of a flowery sermon while you rest on cushioned seats, 
4 es but in being present and much of the time on your knees, 
at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, as were the apostles. 

‘Tn all professions and trades there are many things 
“hard to be understood” by a novice that will be clear 


enough to the expert: for instance, you may not com-— 
prehend how it is possible to send six telegraphic mes- ~ 
sages over one wire at the same moment, and yet © 
skilled electricians tell us that it is done; and so very © 
many of the things about the Church which seem ~ 
ridiculous to you are quite the reverse. a 

Again, you must remember that you haye been ~ 
brought up in an atmosphere of slander against the — 
Church. You have been taught that indulgences ate © 
granted to commit sin, and a hundred other abso. ~ 
lute falsehoods. I do not believe that all the Catholics ~ 
of the world, under oath, could convince some of my | 
friends that money was not required for absolution at the © 
confessional, and I imagine that the reader is doubt- ~ 
ing my statement at this moment. Yet it is not true, © 
and never has been, although many intelligent and well ~ 
meaning Protestants will repeat these calumnies because 
overwilling to believe anything against the Church. i 

To summarize then, it 7s necessary to salvation to — 
throw off indifference to the subject, and when an or- © 
ganization which has flourished even under adyerse | 
circumstances for nearly 19 centuries in unbroken faith, ~ 
which furnishes all the points that should designate her ~ 
as the Church of God; which extends over the whole ~ 
world, and is therefore Catholic, or universal; which of © 
necessity is concentrated from all points to one general ~ 
centre, (as a Catholic Church must and which the | 
word “Roman” implies); which alone has produced all ~ 
those who are called Saints and thus together with its | 
divinely protected faith is Holy: When all this is | 
offered you is it not.at least worthy of your prayerful — 
consideration ?” 

Do not depend on reading or argument to alone © 
guide you to God’s true Church, Pray fervently that — 
you may be led to do His will, and your reward will ke — 
according to your desire to follow whither He leads | 


you. 


“WHAT IS THE USE OF IT?” . 
If God has provided any particular means, by the © 
proper employment of which salvation can be assured, © 


the neglect of it will surely forfeit salvation. Be” 
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